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THE SECOND anniversary of the 
assassination of President John' F. Ken- 
nedy has come and gone with no sign 
of any slowdown in the swelling body 
of literature about the martyred Presi- 
dent. On the contrary both the flood 
of memoirs and histories and the public 
interest are still on the rise. 

The 783-page book, Kennedy, by Theo- ' 
dore C. Sorenson, special counsel to 
the late President, is topped by the 
1087-page volume by historian Arthur 
M. Schlesinger Jr., who served as a kind 
of professional intellectual in the White 
House during the Kennedy years. 

But these detailed histories are only 
the cornerstone of any edifice that 
promises to grow to towering propor- 
tions. We have Kennedy as a man of 
the. sea, an impressive picture album 
put together with the cooperation of 
the family and the reminiscences of 
his., personal secretary, Evelyn Lincoln. 
Despite the reported displeasure of 
1 Mrs. Kennedy, the President’s widow, 
the children’s former nurse, Maude 
Shaw, has come up with a book about 
John-John and Caroline. 

This is the merest beginning. Many 
of those closest to the late President 
have books in the works or they are 
! putting together material for later pub- 
lication. The library of Kennedyana 
threatens to surpass the literature on 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, which has only 
been exceeded by that- on another 
martyred President, Abraham Lincoln. 
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IN THIS outpouring, much of which 
appears designed to get in on the first 
flush of the Kennedy boom, there is 
a danger that by its very bulk the Ken- 
nedy literature will be self-defeating. 
The legend will outstrip reality to such 
an extent that later historians, with 
•the whole range of memoirs and docu- 
ments before them, may underestimate 
Kennedy’s contribution. 

•: Grace, style, youth had so much to 
do with Kennedy’s hold on the Nation 
and the world. After .the horrendous 
crisis that ended with ' Premier Khru- 
shchev’s removal of the missiles from 
Cuba, an unparalleled test of nerve, 
the President moved on to try to reach 
an understanding with the Soviet 
Union. The landmarks were his Ameri- 
: can University, commencement speech 
and the nuclear test ban treaty two 
months later. But this was largely a 
potential, a beginning, and the potential 
was unrealized when the President was 
killed. Skeptics , are already beginning 
to question the : relationship between 
the huge Kennedy outpouring and the 
actual achievement of the late Presi- 
dent - ’ 

There is, however, one aspect of the 


legend with a vitality demonstrated 
anew. The drive of . ambition — ambi- 
tion for public service at the highest 
level— that the founding father, Joseph 
P. Kennedy, inspired in his sons, is as 
fierce as ever. It spurred Jack Ken- 
nedy on to overcome grave handicaps 
of ill health and initial doubts about 
, whether, temperamentally, he wanted 
a career in the rough and tumble of 
elective office. ! 
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TODAY THE two surviving sons are 
driven ?;by the same ambition. Sen 
Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts, by 
the most rigorous discipline, recovered 
from a broken back suffered in an 1 air- 
plane crash. In the tradition of his 
brother, the late President, he went 
out to Vietnam when Congress ad- 
journed. And while escorting officers 
complained that visiting VIPs were' a 
time-consuming nuisance, young Ken- 
nedy claimed' a right to see for himself. 

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy of New York 
is /completing a Latin American tour 
that, judging from most reports, has 
been a conspicuous success. While he 
supported President Johnson and in 
general the Johnson policies, he -did 
not hesitate to criticize, as he has done 
before, certain: aspects of Washington’s 
policy' toward the American republics. 

For his independence he 'is being 
scolded by guardians of the Johnsonian 
consensus. They accuse him of mov- 
ing from a conservative position at the 
start of his political career to a liberal 
position and they intimate this is po- 
litical expediency dictated by the drive 
of ambition with the White House as 
a goal. 

It overlooks Robert Kennedy’s most 
important single act when, he was. At- 
torney General and his brother’s closest 
; adviser. That was in the. climactic ses- 
sion on the Cuban missile crisis to raise 
what Schlesinger believes: was the de- 
cisive voice in opposition to an air 
strike against Cuba. Such an attack, 
favored at one point by a majority of 
the President’s , advisers, might well 
have precipitated the nuclear war the 
i President was trying to' avert. : 

The Kennedy family has token griev- 
’ous blows in the past two decades. A 
proof of the vitality of the legend is 
that the drive of the surviving brothers 
is undiminished. 
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